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OPA Daily Digest for 7/15/13
 
Congressional Inquiries:
 
Rep. John Shimkus (Ill.) – 7/1/13: Rep. Shimkus requests a West Lake Landfill site visit.  Due:  7/8/13.  Contact:  LaTonya Sanders, 7555 (open)
 
State Government Inquiries:
 
None
 
Press Inquiries:
 
KSHB-TV, Channel 41 – Garrett Haake – 7/15/13: Questions about Enbridge Pipeline emergency plans.  Contact: Kris Lancaster, 7557 (closed)
 
Inside EPA – Amanda Palleschi – 7/15/13: Questions about comments from Des Moines Water Works and EPA regulations were referred to HQ.  Contact: Kris Lancaster, 7557
(open)
 
Associated Press – David Pitt – 7/15/13: Questions about the possibility of EPA taking over the CAFO program in Iowa.  Contact: Kris Lancaster, 7557 (open)
 
Environmental Stories:
 
High Plains Journal - KFU tour of Kansas City to provide inside look at agriculture - 7/13/13 - The Kansas Farmers Union is going to Kansas City on June 7, and the
delegation will tour the USDA’s GIPSA National Grain Center, the Kansas City Board of Trade, and EPA Region 7 Science and Technology Center.  Starting at 9 a.m. the group will
tour the Department of Agriculture’s GIPSA National Grain Center facility and observe laboratory work.
http://www.hpj.com/archives/2013/jul13/jul15/0520GIPSAKCTourdbsr.cfm?t=KFU-tour-of-Kansas-City-to-provide-inside-look-at-agriculture
 
Associated Press - For Obama's climate plan, devil is in the details - 7/15/13 - Frustrated by a recalcitrant Congress, President Barack Obama has vowed to take climate
change into his own hands. Now he has to deliver.  Three weeks after giving an ambitious speech to outline his proposal, the president begins the arduous task of executing it.
Obama's plan is a complicated mix of rule-making and federal permitting that's tough to encapsulate in a neat sales pitch — and may be even tougher to put into action.
http://www.kansascity.com/2013/07/15/4345332/for-obamas-climate-plan-devil.html
 
Springfield News Leader - Will coal plans hurt Missouri? - 7/15/13 - Missouri is home to two of the largest coal companies in the country, and coal-fired plants supply most of



the state’s electricity.  So it’s no wonder Missouri’s coal interests — from Peabody Energy Corp. in St. Louis to City Utilities in Springfield — are on edge as the Obama
administration prepares to roll out tough new standards aimed at sharply curbing carbon pollution.
http://www.news-leader.com/interactive/article/20130714/NEWS01/307140011/Will-coal-plans-hurt-Missouri-
 
Public News Service - New Oil Pipeline to Cross Missouri - 7/14/13 - The Canadian oil company that made headlines in 2010 for spilling 800,000 barrels of tar sands oil into a
Michigan river now is looking to run a line across Missouri. Enbridge Energy's Flanagan South project would expand an oil pipeline 600 miles southwest from Pontiac, Ill., to
Oklahoma. The company will hold open houses this week in Archie and Marshall to discuss the project.
http://www.publicnewsservice.org/index.php?/content/article/33476-1
 
Wichita Eagle - SAVING HONEYBEES, ONE HIVE AT A TIME - 7/15/13 - On a 102-degree afternoon here, Bill Vinduska pulled on his beekeeper suit and raised himself 25 feet in a
hydraulic lift, to the eaves under the clubhouse roof at L.W. Clapp Municipal Golf Course.  When you’re trying to help save the world, you sometimes get stung, and sweaty. “There
are days I just don’t want to do this anymore,” Vinduska said.
http://www.ryot.org/saving-honeybees-one-hive-at-a-time/262289
 
Inside Climate News - Full Extent of Heavy Metal Contamination in Exxon Oil Spill Still Unknown - 7/15/13 - When a broken pipeline spills oil into a residential neighborhood,
the most immediate health concerns are those caused by volatile chemicals—airborne toxins that leave people complaining of symptoms like headaches and nausea and worrying
about long-term problems like cancer.  But crude oil also contains small amounts of heavy metals that rarely evaporate into the air.
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/20130715/full-extent-heavy-metal-contamination-exxon-oil-spill-still-unknown
 
NWI Times - Environmental investigations hampered by labs, sequestration furloughs - 7/15/13 - Findings are pending on sources of substances found floating on two local
waterways. State and federal agencies cite ongoing lab analysis and reduced resources due to federal sequestration as reasons for the delays.  Initially, the EPA hoped to conclude
its investigation in late April and determine if citations would be issued against the responsible party.  But the probe has been delayed by numerous setbacks caused in part by
furlough days created by the federal sequester.
http://www.nwitimes.com/news/local/lake/munster/environmental-investigations-hampered-by-labs-sequestration-furloughs/article_97fb431d-b35d-5272-887d-a0d4bef21c90.html
 
Politico - Court: EPA must regulate biogenic emissions now - 7/15/13 - A federal appeals court struck down the Environmental Protection Agency’s attempt to delay regulation of
biogenic carbon dioxide emissions that come from non-fossil fuel sources like ethanol on Friday, adding yet another question mark around the scope of the greenhouse gas rules. 
The court’s decision comes as EPA begins crafting rules sought by President Barack Obama to regulate carbon emissions from existing power plants, the country’s largest source of
the greenhouse gas and the centerpiece of the administration’s new efforts to combat climate change.
http://www.politico.com/story/2013/07/court-epa-must-rule-on-biogenic-emissions-94128.html
 
Christian Science Monitor - Fracking: What's behind EPA's abandoned studies? - 7/15/13 - When the Environmental Protection Agency abruptly retreated on its multimillion-
dollar investigation into water contamination in a central Wyoming natural gas field last month, it shocked environmentalists and energy industry supporters alike.  In 2011, the
agency had issued a blockbuster draft report saying that the controversial practice of fracking was to blame for the pollution of an aquifer deep below the town of Pavillion, Wy. 2013
the first time such a claim had been based on a scientific analysis.
http://www.csmonitor.com/Environment/Latest-News-Wires/2013/0715/Fracking-What-s-behind-EPA-s-abandoned-studies
 
The Hill - Conservative group sues for phone records of Obama EPA nominee - 7/15/13 - A conservative group is suing the Environmental Protection Agency for access to
Gina McCarthy’s text message and training records.  The Competitive Enterprise Institute said its lawsuit was reason to delay the confirmation vote for McCarthy, which could come
as early as Tuesday. President Obama nominated her for EPA administrator four months ago.
http://thehill.com/blogs/e2-wire/e2-wire/311039-conservative-group-sues-for-epa-nominee-phone-training-records
 
The Hill - The week ahead: Battle over EPA nominee draws to a close - 7/15/13 - Gina McCarthy, President Obama’s pick to run the Environmental Protection Agency, could
see her long-awaited confirmation vote on the Senate floor this week.  Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) filed cloture to trigger a vote on McCarthy, currently the agency’s
top air regulator, as early as Tuesday.



http://thehill.com/blogs/e2-wire/e2-wire/310935-the-week-ahead-battle-over-epa-nominee-draws-to-a-close
 
American Thinker - Obama Using the EPA as His Weapon of Choice - 7/15/13 - On Tuesday, June 25, 2013, Dear Leader Barack Hussein Obama gave a speech (actually, he
just read from a Teleprompter) at Georgetown University.  He spoke about climate change.
http://www.americanthinker.com/2013/07/obama_using_the_epa_as_his_weapon_of_choice.html
 
Earthjustice.org - Farmworker Mother To EPA: Protect Families From Pesticides - 7/15/13 - Nobody told Reina Lemus de Zelaya that her job as a farmworker was hazardous
not only to her health, but to her unborn child.  So when Lemus de Zelaya was pregnant with one of her daughters, she continued working in the agricultural fields in Florida.
http://earthjustice.org/blog/2013-july/farmworker-mother-to-epa-protect-families-from-pesticides
 
Press Herald - Maine Voices: Nominee is 'highly qualified' to lead Environmental Protection Agency - 7/15/13 - When I heard that President Obama had nominated Gina
McCarthy to head the Environmental Protection Agency, I said, "Wow, what an excellent choice!"  In the late 1990s and early 2000s, when McCarthy was head of the Massachusetts
Executive Office of Environmental Affairs and then the head of the Connecticut Department of Environmental Quality, and I served as commissioner of the Maine Department of
Environmental Protection, we worked together on regional issues to protect our air, water and public health.
http://www.pressherald.com/opinion/nominee-is-highly-qualified-to-lead-environmental-protection-agency_2013-07-15.html
 
The Lane Report - Coal, electricity, EPA and your wallet - 7/15/13 - Kentucky electric utilities are spending billions of dollars to comply with federal environmental strictures
regarding coal use but say they remain committed to coal-fired power generation for the long term.  Coal regulations are adding to costs for Louisville Gas & Electric, the largest state
electric utility, said Chris Whelan, vice president for communication. LG&E is making one of the largest investments in the company’s history, upgrading coal-fired plants to make
them more environmental friendly.
http://www.lanereport.com/22553/2013/07/coal-electricity-epa-and-your-wallet/
 
Wildwood Patch - EPA Performing Follow-Up Review on Wildwood Property - 7/15/13 - A Wildwood property that was once used as a dumpsite is receiving yet another look
from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.  The EPA announced this month that it is preparing to conduct follow-up soil sampling near the proposed Strecker Forest subdivision
on Strecker Road in Wildwood.
http://eureka-wildwood.patch.com/groups/politics-and-elections/p/epa-performing-followup-review-on-wildwood-property
 
American Spectator - Court Mandates EPA Crack Down on New Emissions - 7/15/13 - Should the federal government regulate emissions produced by dead trees?
A federal appeals court said yes, striking down the Environmental Protection Agency’s attempt to delay regulation of biogenic carbon dioxide emissions from non-fossil fuel sources
on Friday. The court affirmed the need for such emissions to be regulated under the Clean Air Act, negating the exemption made by the EPA for “biogenic carbon dioxide.”
http://spectator.org/blog/2013/07/15/court-mandates-epa-crack-down
 
Press Releases:
Link to all R7 press releases: http://go.usa.gov/Qx5
 
None
 
Fact Sheets:
Link to all R7 fact sheets: http://www.epa.gov/region7/factsheets
 
None
 
Upcoming Administrator/RA Events:



* New additions noted with an asterisk
 
7/15-16/13 – Annual Budget Forum, Washington DC, Contact:  Julia Cacho, 7071
 
7/18/13 – Kansas City Bi-State Brownfields Coalition Kick-Off Event, Kansas City, Mo.  Contact: Belinda Young, 7463
 
*7/19/13 – U.S. ArmY Corps of Engineers Change of Command Ceremony, Kansas City, Mo.  Contact: Ron Hammerschmidt, 7756
 
*7/23/13 – Meet with Des Moines Water Works, Des Moines, Iowa.  Contact: Karen Flournoy, 7782
 
7/23/13 – Meet with Governor Brandstad and IDNR.  Des Moines, Iowa.  Contact: Sarah Hatch, 7199
 
*7/24/13 – Federal Partnership Meeting with HUD and DOT, Regional Office.  Contact: Dave Doyle, 7667
 
7/25/13 – Missouri Environmental Conference at the Lake – Lake of the Ozarks, Mo. Contact: Dave Cozad, 7587

7/26/13 – 2013 Regional Local Emergency Planning and Response Conference, Overland Park, Kan. Contact: Patrick Bustos, 7969
 
7/29/13 – Congressman Clay Carter Carburetor Event , St. Louis, Mo.  Contact: LaTonya Sanders, 7555

8/14-15/13 – Iowa Farm Environmental Leader Awards Ceremony, Des Moines, Iowa. Contact: Kris Lancaster, 7557
 
8/27/13 – Visit Kickapoo Nation, Horton, Kan.  Contact: Wolfgang Brandner, 7381
 
DRA:

7/15-16/13 – Annual Budget Forum, Washington DC.  Contact:  Julia Cacho, 7071
 
7/17-18/13 - Executive Management Council, Washington DC, Contact:  Dana Peters, 7444
 
7/18/13 – FY2013 Cross Cutting Fundamental Strategy Mid-Year Progress Meeting, Washington DC.  Contact: Dana Peters, 7444
 
RA/Immediate Office

None

Other Events

AWMD

None

CNSL

None



ECO/EJ

None

ENSV

None

PLMG

None

RA/OPA

None

SUPR

*7/17/13 – Site project team meeting and Open House /annual site bus tour  at the Former Nebraska Ordnance Plant Site, Mead, Neb.  Contact: Ken Rapplean, 7769.
 
8/13-14/13 – EPA/DOD Strategic Environmental Research and Development Program and Environmental Security Technology Certification Program conference, Washington, DC.
Contact: Clint Sperry, 7157
 
8/28/13 – State of Missouri – Chem/Bio Functional Exercise, Jefferson City, Mo. Contact: Megan Schuette, 7630

WWPD

7/21-26/13 – National NPDES Permit Writers’ Conference, Shepherdstown, W. Virginia.  Contacts:  Glenn Curtis, 7726, Sunny Wellesley, 7136

7/24-25/13 – Public Water Supply System End of Year Meeting with Nebraska Health and Human Services, Lincoln, Neb.  Contacts:  Ken Deason, 7585, Scott Marquess, 7131


